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LAST SECTION COMMITTEE ELECTIONS HELD: 

Date: Sept, 12th, 2024 
Venue: Lausanne University, Switzerland 

ACTIVITIES OF THE SECTION IN 2025: 

Meetings/events 

Section coordination meeting 

Description: 

M. Preisig, A. Mykleton and C. Vandeleur attended the EPA section Coordination meeting in Madrid. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 07/04/2025 
End date: 07/04/2025 

Section coordination meeting 
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Description: 

Martin Preisig attended an online meeting with Katherine Keyes, the president of the Epidemiology section of 
the WPA, to coordinate the congresses to be organized in 2026 by the EPA/IFPE/WPA-Epi organizations. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 12/12/2025 
End date: 12/12/2024 

EPA section coordination meeting 

Description: 

Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 23/01/2025  
End date: 23/01/2024 

section meeting 

Description: 

Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 26/03/2025  
End date: 26/03/2025 

section meeting 

Description: 

Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 06/06/2025  
End date: 06/04/2024 
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section meeting 

Description: 

Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 02/10/2025  
End date: 02/10/2025 

section meeting 

Description: 

Meeting with the scientific advisory board members. Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 
 
Location: Webex 
Start date: 28/10/2025  
End date: 28/10/2025 

section meeting 
Description: 
Meeting with the scientific advisory board members. Preparations for the next congress in 2026 are ongoing. 

Location: Webex 
Start date: 05/12/2025  
End date: 05/12/2025 

EPA congress Madrid 

Description: 

The EPA section took part in the 33rd EPA Congress, Madrid, Spain, April 5-8, 2025. 

The section symposium “Access to treatment and psychosocial outcome in young people with mental 
disorders” was presented. Including speakers from 3 countries, this symposium provided information on 
cutting-edge epidemiological methods and results of relevant studies in young people. Dr. Robert Stewart 
focused on the pertinence of the use of digital health records, which have recently become available. The use of 
these large data resources provides results similar to those of traditional community studies, thereby offering 
unprecedented opportunities for understanding course and outcome in mental health. Dr. Jennifer Dykxhoorn 
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presented data from such primary care electronic health records in England, which support the increasing 
incidence of common mental disorders in young adults with demographic differences for anxiety and 
depression as well as growing treatment gaps. Relying on data from a nation-wide Norwegian registry, Dr. 
Arnstein Mykletun showed that children and adolescents referred to mental health services receive very 
different treatment according to controversies as to the application of diagnostic thresholds of ADHD. This 
results in large prognostic variance. Dr. Martin Preisig presented data from a cohort of offspring of treated 
parents with bipolar and major depressive disorders in Switzerland. This prospective study revealed that the 
commonly reported lower psychosocial functioning in these offspring is mainly mediated by the frequent 
emergence of early mood psychopathology in these offspring. 

Furthermore, C. Vandeleur presented an e-poster on data from a high-risk study in Lausanne on the topic of 
“Childhood psychopathology dimensions as predictors of mood disorders among offspring at high risk of mood 
and substance use disorders”.   
 
Location: Madrid 
Start date: 05/04/2025 
End date: 05/04/2025 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES: 

Meetings/events 

EPA congress Prague 

Description: 

The EPA section will take part in the 34th EPA Congress, Prague, Czech Republic, March 28-31, 2026. Including 
speakers from 3 countries, the symposium of the Psychiatric Epidemiology and Social Psychiatry section will 
present recent data on risk factors for the onset and the course of mental disorders. The first speaker, Dr. 
Caroline Vandeleur will show how traumatic exposure and parental separation experienced before age 18 
predicts the emergence of mood and anxiety disorders in a sample of 461 adolescents from the general 
population followed-up for over 9 years. Considering the Odegaard's hypothesis suggesting that individuals 
predisposed to psychosis were more likely to migrate, Ms. Bianca Della Rocca will present the results of her 
study testing whether migrants with psychotic disorders have lower polygenic risk scores than natives with 
psychotic disorders, which would rather support the major influence of environmental and social factors in the 
development of psychosis among migrants. Dr. Martin Preisig will present available risk calculators for the 
onset of mood disorders in the offspring of parents with bipolar and major depressive disorders, including one 
study that sampled offspring of parents with the two types of mood disorders. Using longitudinal data from 
deprived areas of Bogota (Colombia), Lima (Peru), and Buenos Aires (Argentina), Dr. James Kirkbride will show 
the associations between social capital – the prosocial networks and connections that provide reciprocal 
support, trust and resources to its members – and recovery from depression and anxiety in 1437 young people 
over a two-year period. 

M. Preisig, J. Kirkbride and C. Vandeleur will attend the EPA section coordination meeting in Prague. 
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Location: Prague 
Start date: 31/03/2026 
End date: 31/03/2026 
The next congress of the EPA section (the 22nd biennial congress) will take place in Brescia in 
September 2026. 

Description: 

The next congress of the EPA section (the 22nd biennial congress) will take place in Brescia in September 2026. 

Location: Brescia 
Start date: 16/09/2026 
End date: 19/09/2026 

FUNDING IN 2025 

Income: The section has no income 

Source(s) of funding: 

The section has no funding or plans for funding 

Expenditure: No expenditure 

Balance: No balance 

EPA Treasurer audit: No 

       Confirmation that income / expenditure is via EPA: No 


